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SCHOOL REPOET. 


Pursuant to the General Statutes, and the long-estab¬ 
lished custom, requiring the School Committee or Super¬ 
intendent of each town to make a detailed statement of 
the several public schools, the following Annual Report 
is respectfully submitted. 

The Board of School Committee, as organized at their 
first meeting last April, consisted of 

Gamaliel Collins, D. Granger, 

Wilson Brainard, Philo D. Winter, 

George W. Randell, C. L. Bugbee; 

at which meeting Gamaliel Collins, Esq., was chosen 
Chairman and Secretary, and D. Granger was appointed 
Superintendent. 

The Superintendent, in presenting this Report, kindly 
asks of the Board and of the people of the town to con¬ 
sider the facts, that he was wholly unacquainted with the 
condition or standard of the several schools, that he had 
but a very limited knowledge of the laborious and delicate 
duties of this responsible office, and without knowledge 
of the system upon which the schools have in former 
years been conducted by the Board. Tinder such em¬ 
barrassing circumstances, the first object has been to 
learn the qualifications of the scholars of each school in 
town, to make the acquaintance of the people, and at the 
same time have made suggestions designed to arouse a 
lively interest in the schools. 

DISTRICT NO. 1. 

Summer Term, taught by Mrs. Jane Hitchcock of Bel- 
chertown. Her previous good reputation as a teacher 
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was well confirmed. At tlie time of my first visit to her 
school, I discovered that she had imparted life, energy, 
and interest to the scholars, and that there was a general 
desire on their part to attend school regularly, and a wil¬ 
lingness to obey their teacher. The school was success- 
%v fully conducted through the term of sixteen weeks. The 
teacher’s orders were too sacred to be trifled with by her 
scholars—the secret of success. Her manner of teaching 
was affectionate, energetic, and decisive. Under such 
government, the greatest truants soon became interested 
in the school-room. Whole number of scholars attending 
school, 26 ; average, 24,—92 per cent. ; the best in town. 

Winter Term, taught by Miss Lucy A. Hastings, a 
teacher of large experience'in this town, and of very good 
reputation. Whole number of scholars attending school, 
29; average, 23,—80 per cent. The average attendance 
was considerably reduced by the attendance of four schol¬ 
ars about twenty days before the close of the school. 
Miss Hastings’s labors during this term were highly 
appreciated by the district, and the pupils under her 
charge made good progress. 

The success of the schools in this district the past year 
is owing in part to the good degree of interest manifested 
by the parents. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer and Autumn Terms, taught by Miss Nellie J. 
Smith, resident of this town, where she has pursued the 
occupation as teacher for three years past, and invariably 
received very creditable reports from the superintending 
School Committees. The whole number of scholars at¬ 
tending, summer term, 56 ; average, 48,—85 per cent. 
Number, autumn term, 53 ; average, 37,—70 per cent. 
There was great irregularity of attendance during the 
latter term, owing to the prevalence of the whooping 
cough and measles. Miss Smith is fortunately possessed 
with the power of winning the affections and good will 
of children, and of controlling her schools without the 
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use of much brute force. The mild and affectionate method 
of teaching requires great decision and energy in order to 
secure a well conducted school. The scholars, both terms, 
made fair progress. 

■Winter Term. —The school was under the charge of 
Miss Susan W. Owen of Belehertown, who possessed 
large experience and a superior reputation as teacher. 
The first half of the term was favorable, but the remain¬ 
der was greatly interrupted by the prevalence of the 
measles, which caused nearly thirty scholars to be absent 
from one to two weeks each. Also, in consequence of 
stopping the mills, a large number of children attended 
the last month of the term, greatly reducing the average 
attendance. These unavoidable obstacles to the school 
were greatly regretted by the teacher, whose affectionate 
and sympathetic feelings led her often to the bedside of 
her sick pupils, whether their parents were rich or poor, 
foreign or American. Such unusual kindness caused the 
parents to become deeply interested in her. Miss Owen 
succeeded in gaining the affections and control of her 
pupils so firmly that the examination day of school was 
the largest attendance of scholars, and a large attendance 
of the citizens of the district. The exercises consisted 
mainly in rehearsals, singing, and calisthenics, which 
were carried to great perfection, convincing all that the 
good reputation of the teacher was well confirmed. Whole 
number of scholars attending school, 85; average, 521,— 
62 per cent. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Summer and Autumn Terms, taught by Miss Loraine 
Atwood, a resident of Palmer, and of several years’ expe¬ 
rience as teacher. Her manner of teaching was prompt, 
energetic, and systematic, and at the same time kind to 
her pupils, which enabled her to keep up constantly a 
healthy interest among the scholars. Another very inter¬ 
esting and important feature of her school was (being a 
good singer herself) the superior singing of her scholars, 
which, in connection with the other exercises of her 
school, made it very interesting to all. The whole num- 
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ber of scholars attending, summer term, 38 ; average, 33, 
—87 per cent. Autumn term, whole number, 51; aver¬ 
age, 41,—80 per cent. This term was considerably inter¬ 
rupted by the prevailing sickness. Whole number of 
scholars in the district attending school, summer term, was 
96 ; in the fall, 104. Miss Atwood fully sustained, during 
the two terms, her former good reputation as teacher. 

Winter Term. —The school during the winter was 
under the protection of Mr. Eleazar Owen of Belcher- 
town, possessing large experience and a good reputation 
as teacher. His school, like the Primary, commenced 
favorably, and with flattering prospects of good success ; 
but the same prevailing sickness made a great amount of 
irregular attendance, which greatly frustrated the hopes 
and anticipations of the teacher. However, the examina¬ 
tion was highly creditable, and proved him to be a very 
thorough and competent teacher. The examination of 
both schools being on the same afternoon, at the close of 
the Primary Department all repaired to this department, 
where, after the regular exercises, the citizens freely and 
with a hearty good will complimented the teachers for 
their faithfulness and sympathy manifested toward their 
children during the term. Whole number of attendance, 
57; average, 36J,—68 per cent. Whole number of schol¬ 
ars attending school in the district, 142. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, taught by Miss Jerane Fenton of Bel- 
chertown. Whole number of scholars attending school, 
50; average, 39,—78 per cent. Miss Fenton taught this 
school the previous term, and was favorably reported by the 
Superintending Committee, and was again employed for 
this term. The circumstances which she had to contend 
with tended greatly to prevent her from securing such 
progress and good order as was desirable, viz.: the 
school-room being very small and over a stone cutters’ 
shop, and within a few feet of the Western Railroad. 
Her mode of governing was mild and affectionate, without 
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sufficient energy and decision,—consequently not enough 
interest among the scholars to secure great progress. 

Winter Term. —This school fortunately, was under the 
charge of Miss Eliza Tupper, a former teacher in this dis¬ 
trict, of large experience, being the right person in the 
right place. Children are objects she knows how to treat, 
and interest them, so that they will make very rapid pro¬ 
gress and at the same time love her and the school-room. 
Whole number attending school, 52; average, 43,—83 
per cent. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Summer Term, Miss Louisa Cook of Palmer, Teacher, 
who has taught for several years past in this town, and 
has acquired a good reputation as such. Her school du¬ 
ring the term was greatly interrupted by the prevalence of 
measles, which she had, and many of her scholars, caus¬ 
ing her school to close three weeks, about the middle of 
the term, and when it had fairly got into a prosperous 
condition. Notwithstanding such disheartening obstacles 
Miss Cook taught a good school, and the scholars under 
her charge made good progress. Whole number attending 
37 ; average, 32J,—86 per cent. 

Winter Term, of ten weeks, taught by Miss Marian Hen- 
shaw, of good reputation as a teacher. This department 
was formed after the other two departments had been in 
operation two weeks, and from them. The citizens 
promptly subscribed sufficient money to pay for the ser¬ 
vices of the teacher. Whole number attending, 43 ; av- 
erage, 33,—77 per cent. This school was badly inter¬ 
rupted during the term by the prevailing sickness of the 
pupils, common to others in town. The scholars under 
Miss Henshaw, made very good progress. 

FIRST division. 

Summer Term, Mary E. Squier of Monson, teacher. 
This school, during the term, w T as also greatly interrupted 
by the prevailing sickness of her scholars, which caused 
the school to close two weeks; and several scholars did 
not recover sufficiently to attend the remainder of the 
term. Miss Squier has had large experience as teacher^ 
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and is a superior one. Her manner of imparting knowl¬ 
edge to scholars is such that they easily and rationally 
understand it, and make rapid progress. Good order and 
hard studying characterized her school. Number of schol- 
ars attending, 34; average, 27,—80 per cent. Whole num¬ 
ber of scholars in district attending school this term, 121. 

Winter Term, taught by Mr. L. T. Spaulding, a grad¬ 
uate of Amherst College, and more recently a teacher in 
Monson Academy. The district having built two school- 
houses the past summer and fall, one at Depot Village, 
the other at Blanchardville, and calculated for 112 schol¬ 
ars at the Depot, but 137 attended the first week; 60 
scholars attended this department for two weeks, another 
room having been in the mean time furnished, and a 
teacher hired; and the third week the third school was 
in operation, leaving in this school 47 scholars during the 
term. Mr. Spaulding succeeded in giving very good sat¬ 
isfaction to the district, and secured the respect and good 
will of all his scholars. The school did not at the exam¬ 
ination appear so favorable as anticipated by many. The 
scholars were greatly embarrassed by the unexpected 
presence of nearly eighty citizens; and the teacher had 
not prepared his school for an exhibition, nor for a thor¬ 
ough examination. The classes that he expected the most 
from, did the poorest. The scholars made large prog¬ 
ress in their studies, and some of th£m passed creditable 
examinations. Whole number of scholars in the district 
between the ages of five and fifteen, is 155 ; whole num¬ 
ber attending school belonging in the district, 167. 

The inhabitants of this district the past year, have 
nobly removed the reproach that has been placed upon 
them for their poor and greatly abused school-house, by 
building two, the one in the Depot Village, costing $4,600, 
and the other in Blanchard Village, at a cost of $1,325 00. 

BLANCHARDVILLE SCHOOL. 

This district, the past season, has built a beautiful 
school-house in the easterly part of it, for the accommo¬ 
dation of the scholars in what is known as Blanchardville, 
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and designed for an ungraded school. The Winter 
Term has been taught by Miss Nellie J. Smith, spoken 
of in another part of this Report. The whole number of 
attendance, 28; average attendance, 25,—90 per cent. 
Miss Smith succeeded in giving very good satisfaction to 
the district and the Committee. The examination was 
very largely attended by the citizens in the district, who 
were highly interested with the exercises. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 

The school in this district during the year was taught 
by Miss Mary E. Jones of Palmer. The number of schol¬ 
ars attending school, summer term, was 29; average, 25,— 
86 per cent. The number attending winter term was 30; 
average, 22J,—75 per cent. The average attendance, the 
latter term, vras smaller than in the summer, in conse¬ 
quence of three scholars leaving school, after twenty days’ 
attendance, for the purpose of attending school in District 
No. 3, the school-house there being nearer and more con¬ 
venient to attend. The scholars made very good prog¬ 
ress, and the school was well conducted during the year. 
Miss Jones may he truly considered one of our best 
teachers. 

The inhabitants of this district take great interest in 
their schools, as they, upon the last day of the summer 
term, strongly proved, who, in honor of their children 
and the closing of the school, brought forth a large vari¬ 
ety of choice eatables, and spread them upon tables pre¬ 
pared in a beautiful pine grove near by the school-house, 
where the pupils, with their teacher and visitors, repaired 
about one o’clock, P. M., and for nearly an hour some 
two hundred and fifty persons were highly entertained 
by the singing and rehearsals of the scholars. Then fol¬ 
lowed the distribution of the offerings of the generous- 
hearted parents, to the great satisfaction of all present. 
This was truly a happy meeting of the people of the dis¬ 
trict with their children, and a manifestation of love and 
respect for them, for their faithful teacher, and of their 
2 
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interest in the cause of education, worthy of praise and 
imitation. 

DISTRICT NO. 5. 

Summer Term, Miss Luthera J. Hutchinson of 'Ware, 
Teacher. Whole number of attendance, 17; average, 
15,—90 per cent. Miss Hutchins labored very faithfully 
and succeeded in keeping up a general good interest in 
her scholars during the whole term, as the average attend- 
ance well proves, being one of the best in town. The 
pupils made good progress, and the large number of 
parents and friends at the examination strongly testified 
that she was highly appreciated in the district. 

Winter Term, the school was under the charge of 
Miss Julia E. Randell, of Palmer, who succeeded in keep¬ 
ing a good school and giving general satisfaction to the 
district. She labored very faithfully and the scholars 
made very good improvement. The examination was in¬ 
teresting, and attended by nearly all of her scholars, to¬ 
gether with the usual large attendance of the parents in 
the district who take pride in sending their children to 
school. Whole number attending school, 23; average, 
19,—80 per cent. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

This school was taught in the summer by Miss Marcia 
Fenton, of Belchertown, who labored to keep a good and 
profitable school, but being young and inexperienced 
failed to keep such order in her school as is desirable; 
and the scholars did not make much proficiency. How¬ 
ever, for the wages paid her, she did as well as could be 
expected, (being only three dollars per week and boarded 
herself). Miss Fenton was very kind and affectionate to 
her scholars, which secured a creditable attendance during 
the term. Whole number; 27 ; average, 23,—85 per 
cent. The examination was quite interesting, and at¬ 
tended by a good number of the people in the district. 

The Winter Term, which was not closed at the making 
of this report, is being taught by Miss Sarah Sedgwick. 
The term of twelve weeks expired the 16th of February, 
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but the inhabitants of the district being so well pleased 
with her, as teacher, have employed her four weeks longer. 
Whole number attending, 23 ; average, 20,-85 per cent. 

Whole number of scholars in the district between five 
and fifteen years of age, 25. The average attendance for 
the year as compared by the assessors’ returns, is, 101 per 
cent. There is a healthy influence abroad in this district 
among the parents, and the results are cheering . 

DISTRICT NO 8. 

The Summer Term was taught by Miss Marcia Burley 
of Palmer, one of the youngest teachers in town, although 
having taught one term before. She succeeded in having 
good order, and the school was well conducted, consider¬ 
ing her age. Whole number of attendance 18 ; average 
14,—78 per cent. 

Winter Term.— The school was under the charge of 
Jennie E. Tupper of Wilbraham, a graduate of the West- 
field Normal School, who succeeded in keeping a good 
school and in giving good satisfaction to the District. ITer 
manner of imparting knowledge was very good, and well 
calculated to create an enquiring interest in scholars. 
Whole number of attendance 23; average 20,—87 per cent. 

This school district is made up of a portion of Palmer 
and Monson under the name of a Union District. Yet 
there has not been, for several years past, much union of 
feeling manifested by the latter town, which has annually 
sent nearly two-thirds of the scholars, and Palmer has paid 
over two-thirds yearly of the money to support the schools. 
The School Committee of this town have had entrusted to 
them $300 a year to divide among the poor or weak dis¬ 
tricts, and each year have allowed this district $25 to $45, 
while the School Committee of Monson have had entrusted 
to them as much or more for the same purpose, (the last 
year $600), and not a dollar have they allowed this district. 
All this town has received from Monson is what is assessed 
upon the scholars, being only $29 to $33 a year. The bal¬ 
ance of $120 or $130 has been raised by this town. Know¬ 
ing who have composed the Board of School Committee 
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of Monson so long, it is surprising that this district should 
have been so unjustly considered. A word to the wise is 
sufficient. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

Mr. Lorenzo Rogers, Teacher. There has been only one 
term of school taught in this district the past year, of three 
and a quarter months, commencing November 4, and clos¬ 
ing February 5. The whole number of scholars attending 
was 14 ; average, 9. "Whole number returned by the as¬ 
sessors was 8. Three of the scholars after ten or twelve 
days’ attendance left the school. The others were quite 
regular and made very good 'progress. The school had 
been in operation nearly two weeks when visited by the 
Superintendent, in consequence of not having been noti¬ 
fied of its commencement. The scholars were then al¬ 
most destitute of any books and what they had, were not 
used in town. They were immediately supplied, and were 
well appreciated by the children. Their parents, however, 
were too poor to pay for only about half of them. 

DISTRICT NO. 10. 

The Second Division has been under the control of Miss 
Juliett Barnes for the year past, an experienced Teacher 
in town. The school in the commencement was not very 
promising or pleasing to the teacher or the Committee, but 
under her prompt, energetic, decisive and kind manner, the 
uneasy and restless elements were soon brought into good 
order and the school has been truly well conducted through 
the year. The interest and energy imparted to, and the 
rapid progress made by the scholars, the very interest¬ 
ing and beneficial exercises of singing and calisthenics, 
which she has successfully introduced, have proved her 
to be a superior teacher in this department. The whole 
number of attendance in summer, 72 ; average, 59,—83 
per cent. Whole number, autumn term, 77; average, 
62,—80 per cent. Whole number, winter term, 81; av¬ 
erage, 60,—74 per cent. Whole number of scholars in 
the district between the ages of five and fifteen years, is 
172. This district has recently been enlarged by uniting 
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with District No. 13, including Duckville, and by remov¬ 
ing the school-house in the latter district about half-way 
to Bond’s Village for the use of all, where the land, at great 
expense, has been beautifully prepared. 

Before the union of the two districts, only about 80 
scholars usually attended school, but since then, 146. The 
inhabitants of the district, as now established, should feel 
thankful for so splendid a house. Notwithstanding the 
expenses have fallen heavily upon them, it stands a per¬ 
manent monument to their praise, and establishes an in¬ 
creased value to their property, far exceeding the cost, be¬ 
sides furnishing untold blessings to the rising generations. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

During the Summer and Autumn Terms, this school 
was under the charge of Miss Sarah Sedgwick, of Belcher- 
town, as Teacher. Whole number attending, summer 
term, 53 ; average, 42,—80 per cent. Autumn term, 52 ; 
average, 37,—72 per cent. Miss Sedgwick has taught 
school in this town for several years past, and has given 
satisfaction to the superintending Committees and the dis¬ 
tricts in which she has labored. Her manner of teaching 
is very well calculated to interest scholars in their studies. 
Her previous good reputation w T as well confirmed. 

Winter Term of fourteen weeks, was taught by Charles 
E. Bolton, a student of Amherst College. The whole 
number of scholars attending this term was 65 ; average, 
43,—66 per cent. Mr. Bolton, under the circumstances, 
did very well, having never taught school before; for 
but very few inexperienced teachers could have taught 
the school. Being very energetic and fearless, he suc¬ 
ceeded in having good order and the scholars made fair 
progress. Both departments were very irregularly at¬ 
tended, owing to sickness of the pupils common in town. 

DISTRICT NO. 11. 

Summer and Winter Terms, taught by Miss Emma 
Dorman of Belchertown, a Teacher of some previous expe¬ 
rience. Whole number of attendance, summer term, 17; 
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average, 13J. Whole number of scholars, winter term, 
22 ; average, 15f. Average attendance of scholars for 
the year, 14J. Whole number of scholars in the district 
between five and fifteen years of age, 22. The children 
of this district have suffered by the contagious diseases 
that have greatly affected other schools in town, causing 
the winter term to close nearly three weeks, after having 
been in operation five weeks, and greatly disturbing the 
school the remainder of the term. The teacher and par¬ 
ents did all they could to make the schools prosperous. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

THIRD DEPARTMENT. 

The Summer and Autumn Terms were taught by Miss 
Eliza Bartlett of Belchertown, where she had previously 
taught several terms, to the satisfaction of the Committee. 
Her success in this school was acceptable to the district 
and the Superintendent. She was hired for the winter 
term, and taught four weeks, when she w r as taken sick, 
and her place supplied by her younger sister, of none or 
little experience as teacher, supposing that the teacher 
would recover in a few days; but, after two weeks, it 
was ascertained that she would not be able to resume her 
place. Miss Louisa Cook was employed to finish the 
term, which she did with great credit to herself, and sat¬ 
isfaction to all present at the examination. Whole num¬ 
ber attending, summer term, 67; average, 49,—73 per 
cent. Whole number attending, autumn term, 60 ; aver¬ 
age, 46,—71 per cent. Whole number attending, winter 
term, under Miss Bartlett, 46 ; average, 2l; whole num¬ 
ber under Miss Cook, 53 ; average, 35. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

This department, during the past year, was under the 
charge of Miss Ann Louisa Smith of Palmer, a teacher of 
previous experience in this town. The school in the com¬ 
mencement of the Summer term was not promising, but 
she labored very faithfully and steadily, and constantly 
made improvements during that term. The Autumn term 
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was commenced where she left the school at the close of 
the summer term. During this term the scholars became 
subjected to thorough discipline , and the school was a decided 
success. The Winter term was as successfully taught as 
that in the Autumn. Miss Smith may be truly consider¬ 
ed one of our best disciplinarians, [and most successful 
teachers. The examinations always consisted in review¬ 
ing the regular studies pursued during the terms. Whole 
number of scholars attending, summer term, 45; average 
33—73 per cent. Whole number of scholars attending, 
autumn term, 39 ; average 31—80 per cent. Whole num¬ 
ber of scholars attending, winter term, 49 ; average 41— 
84 per cent. 

FIRST DEPARTMENT. 

This school has been entrusted to Miss Mary A. Knowl- 
ton, as teacher, the past year, who had lor five or six years 
previously followed school teaching, and had acquired a 
superior reputation as such. The School Committee of 
Monson the previous year gave her the credit of having 
kept the “ banner school” of the town for the year, in the 
same district, which was particularly characterized as be¬ 
ing prompt and energetic. 

She commenced her labors in this department, the Sum¬ 
mer term, under favorable prospects, to all appearances, of 
meeting with her usual good success, and the school ap¬ 
peared prosperous during the term, so much so, that it be¬ 
came generally understood that the examination would be 
superior. On that day a large number of the people of the 
district and from other parts of the town attended the ex¬ 
amination, which from the want of promptness and energy on 
the part of the school, disappointed all present. The 
teacher claimed that it was owing to the unexpected, large 
attendance of visitors, that they became embarrassed, but 
thought she could inspire the school with more life, the 
Fall term, which was some improvement over the Summer 
term; however there were but a few in at the close. Miss 
Knowlton being well liked by the District generally, was 
employed for the Winter term, which she commenced un- 
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der the oppressive influence of a 'partial failure, at least, 
with a determination of successfully resisting it, but from 
the want of strict discipline in the school, it summarily 
closed (on account of sickness of the teacher). The Super¬ 
intendent, however, was informed that her scholars rose in 
rebellion against her the day before. 

There was good order in the school during the Summer 
and Fall terms and most of the Winter term, to all appear¬ 
ances. The people of this district have not been so united 
for upholding school teachers, as they are in some other 
districts. Without united co-operation, the best of teach¬ 
ers must fall victims. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

The town, at the last annual meeting, having located 
this school at the Town House, to be taught there during 
the year, the school Committee employed Mr. Edwin S. 
Snow, of Belchertown, to teach the school a year for 
the sum of five hundred dollars. Mr. Snow had previ¬ 
ously gained a superior reputation as teacher in this town. 
The Summer Term commenced April 13th, under unfa¬ 
vorable prospects, as there were but eighteen or twenty 
scholars the first week, and several of them not qualified 
to attend this school, yet they were allowed to continue. 
The school however, by the middle of the term had in¬ 
creased to the number of thirty-seven, who attended regu¬ 
larly, and the school closed with credit to all, and with 
every prospect of future success. 

The Autumn Term commenced August 19th, with 62 
scholars, 8 of whom came from Belchertown, which fact 
placed the school Committee in an unpleasant position, as 
they had to determine whether to exclude them or not. 
The teacher was desirous of admitting them, as they were 
very good scholars and might be an advantage to the 
school, by increasing the interest in our scholars and the 
Committee were of the same opinion. They accordingly 
concluded to allow them to attend this term, and were to 
pay the sum of two' dollars each as tuition, and also ap¬ 
pointed Miss Julia E. Bandell assistant teacher, who was 
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to be paid from the money collected from the non-resi¬ 
dent scholars. By this arrangement they hoped this term 
would prove very successful, but from the inconveniences 
and unsuitable place, and from a want of strict discipline 
the school did not meet the expectations of the people or 
the Committee. The retirement of the place tended to 
increase the boldness and recklessness of some scholars, 
instead of restraining their vicious habits or traits of char¬ 
acter. 

The Winter Term commenced at the usual time of the 
other schools in town, with 35 scholars, (two of whom 
came from Belchertown) under the influence of the pre¬ 
vious term, and was as successful as could reasonably be 
expected in so retired, uninviting and dreary a place in 
the winter. The examinations at the close of the several 
terms, were very largely attended by the people of the 
town, who were very much interested. Mr. Snow’s method 
of instruction is superior, and the scholars made good 
progress. It is hoped the town will never again vote to 
have this school taught in the Town House, in its present 
condition. 

REVIEW. 

The schools of the town, the past year, have been en¬ 
trusted, in nearly all of the districts, to experienced and 
competent teachers, who have labored faithfully to give 
satisfaction, both to the inhabitants and the Superintend¬ 
ing Committee ; and the parents have manifested a good 
degree of interest in the success of the schools, by fre¬ 
quently visiting them, and co-operating with the teachers. 
All the examinations, with but two or three instances, 
have been largely attended by our citizens in town, which 
has had and is having a very happy effect. There have 
been two instances where teachers have been obliged to 
close their schools before the time for which they were 
hired, one of whom became sick and could not resume 
her place; the other, the Superintendent cannot state 
the cause definitely, as he was not informed by the 
teacher. In but a few instances have the people com- 
3 
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plained or found fault with their schools ; and when they 
have, it has been made to the Superintendent, who has 
in most cases satisfactorily adjusted the differences. The 
detailed Report states the unavoidable obstacles which 
have retarded the prosperity of the schools, and greatlj 
duced the average attendance of the scholars. 

The whole number of scholars attending school in the 
districts, the summer term, was 621; average, 603,—equal 
to 81 per cent. Including those scholars attending the 
High School, there were 658 ; average, 531,—which was 
an increase of attendance over previous summers. The 
whole number attending the winter schools in the dis¬ 
tricts was. 752 ; average, 604. Notwithstanding so much 
sickness prevailing in town, the increased effort of teach¬ 
ers and parents secured an attendance of 80 per cent. 
Including the High School again, the whole number at¬ 
tending school in town was 787 ; average, 633, which is 
a good beginning in the right direction. This town, within 
a few years, has expended more money in building large 
and commodious school-houses than any other in‘Western 
Massachusetts. The villages of the Depot, Thorndike, 
Three Rivers, and Bond’s Village have each school-houses 
capable of accommodating from 250 to 300 scholars, cost¬ 
ing, at least, $18,000. In these four districts are 701 
scholars between the ages of five and fifteen years, leaving 
148 in the more rural districts. The schools of this town 
will continue to prosper, if entrusted to good school-teachers , 
strongly encouraged and aided by the people of the sev¬ 
eral districts and the Superintending Committee. 

D. GRANGER, Superintendent. 


The foregoing Report was read in the hearing of the 
Board of School Committee, and approved. 


GAMALIEL COLLINS,'j 
WILSON BRAINARD, 
GEO. W. RANDELL, 

D. GRANGER, 

P. D. WINTER, J 


School Committee 

of 

Palmer . 







STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS, 


No - 1.—High School. 


PLACE. 

TEACHER. 

Wages 

per 

Month. 

Time 

in 

Months. 

Whole 
No. of 
Scholars. 

Four Corners, 

Edwin S. Snow, 1st Term, 

$45 00 

3£* 

37 

(Town House.) 

“ “ 2d “ 

45 00 

H 

62 


“ “ “ 3d “ 

45 00 

34 

35 


Average Attendance during the year, 38 %. 

3N"o. Q.—Summer Term. 


No. 

DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages 

per 

Month. 

Time 

in 

Mo’s. 

Whole 

No. 

Aver¬ 

age 

No. 

Per ct. 
at’nd’ce 
in d’cl’s 

1 

Old Center, 

Jane Hitchcock, 

$16 00 

4 

26 

24 

.92 

2 

ThreeRivers, 1st D. 

Loraine Atwood, 

20 00 

3 

38 

33 

.87 

2 

“ “ 2d D. 

Nellie J. Smith, 

20 00 

3 

56 

48 

.86 

3 

Depot, 1st D. 

Mary E. Squier, 

22 00 

3 

34 

27 

.80 

3 

“ 2d D. 

Louisa S. Cook, 

21 00 

3 

37 

32 

.86 

3 

“ 3d D. 

Jerane Fenton, 

20 00 

3 

50 

39 

.78 

4 

Mason, 

Mary E. Jones, 

20 00 

3* 

29 

25 

.86 

5 

Foster, 

Luthera J.Hutchinson, 

16 00 

3 

17 

15 

.90 

6 

Burley, 

Marcia A. Fenton, 

12 00 

3 

27 

23 

.85 

8 

Shearer, 

Marcia L. Burley, 

16 00 

3 

18 

14 

.78 

10 

Bondville, IstD. 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

24 00 

2* 

53 

42 

.80 

10 

“ 2d D. 

Juliett Barnes, 

24 00 

2£ 

72 

57 

.80 

11 

Hastings, 

Emma Dorman, 

16 00 

H 

17 

14 

.82 

12 

Thorndike, 1 st D. 

Mary A. Knowlton, 

20 00 

3 

35 

28 

.80 

12 

“ 2d D. 

Anna Smith, 

20 00 

3 

45 

33 

.73 

12 

“ 3d D. 

Eliza E. Bartlett, 

20 00 

3 

67 

49 

.73 



Totals, 

$317 00 

471 

621 

503 

.81 


No. 3.—^VxitximrL Term. 


No. 

DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages 

per 

Month. 

Time 

in 

Mon’s. 

Whole 

No. 

Aver¬ 

age 

No. 

Per cent at- 
tendance in 
decimals. 

2 

ThreeRivers, IstD. 

Loraine Atwood, 

$20 00 

2 

51 

41 

.80 

2 

“ “ 2d D. 

Nellie J. Smith, 

20 00 

2 

53 

37 

.70 

10 

Bondville, 1st D. 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

24 00 

21 

52 

37 

.72 

10 

“ 2d D. 

J uliett Barnes, 

24 00 

n 

77 

62 

.80 



Totals, 

$88 00 

9 

233 

177 
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STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS, (Continued.) 


No. 4.—Winter Term. 


No. 

DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages ' 

per 

Month. ' 

rime 

in 

Mo’s. 

Whole 

No. 

Aver¬ 

age 

No. 

Per cent at¬ 

tendance in 
decimals. 

1 

Old Center, 

Lucy A. Hastings, 

$20 00 

3 

25 

23 

.80 

2 

ThreeRivers, IstD. 

Eleazur Owen, 

29 00 

3 

51 

36 

.63 

2 

“ “ 2d D. 

Susan W. Owen, 

20 00 

3 

85 

52 

.61 

3 

Depot, 1st D. 

L. T. Spaulding, 

36 00 

3 

41 

39 

.83 

3 

“ 2d D. 

Marian Henshaw, 

20 00 

H 

43 

33 

.14 

3 

“ 3d D. 

Eliza Tupper, 

20 00 

3 

52 

43 

.83 

3 

Blanchardville, 

Nellie J. Smith, 

20 00 

3 

28 

25 

.90 

4 

Mason, 

Mary E. Jones, 

20 00 

3 

30 

23 

.11 

5 

Foster, 

Julia E. Randell, 

11 00 

3 

23 

19 

.83 

6 

Burley, * 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

20 00 

3 

23 

20 

.85 

8 

Shearer, 

Jennie E. Tupper, 

18 00 

3 

23 

20 

.85 

9 

G-amwell, 

Lorenzo Rogers, 

18 00 

H 

14 

9 

' .64 

10 

Bondville, 1st D. 

Charles E. Bolton, 

30 00 

H 

65 

43 

.66 

10 

. “ 2d D. 

Juliett Barnes, 

24 00 


81 

60 

.14 

11 

Hastings, 

Emma Dorman, 

18 00 

3 

22 

16 

.13 

12 

Thorndike, 1st D. 

Mary A,.Knowlton, 

20 00 

2i 

32 

21 

.84 

12 

“ 2d D. 

Anna Smith, 

20 00 

3 

49 

41 

.84 

12 

“ 3d D. 

j Eliza E. Bartlett, 

20 00 

1 H 

46 

21 

.46 



( Louisa S. Cook, 

20 00 

> H 

53 

35 

.61 



Totals, 

|$410 0C 

l 53 

152 

604 

.80 


Number of Scholars, and Division of the School Money, 
for the Year 1861-62. 


School 

Districts. 

No. of 
Scholars. 

$2,000 00 

divided by 
the 

Assessors. 

$154 83, School 

Fund, $49 50, Mer¬ 
rick Fund,divided 
by School Com. 

$300 divi¬ 

ded by 
School 
Commi’te. 

Total. 

Amount to 

each Scholar 
in the sever¬ 
al Districts. 

No. 1, 

28 

$66 00 

$18 58 

$33 00 

$111 58 

$4 20 

“ 2, 

141 

346 23 

18 58 

25 00 

389 11 

2 65 

“ 3, 

155 

365 01 

18 51 

15 00 

458 64 

2 96 

“ 4 , 

29 

68 38 

18 58 

20 00 

106 96 

3 68 

“ 5, 

20 

41 18 

18 58 

10 00 

15 16 

3 19 

“ 6, 

20 

41 19 

18 58 

65 00 

130 11 

6 54 

“ 8, 

9 

21 25 

18 51 

15 00 

54 82 

6 09 

“ 9 , ■ 

8 

18 92 

18 58 

11 00 

54 50 

6 81 

10, 

112 

405 08 

18 51 


423 65 

2 46 

“ 11, 

22 

51 90 

18 51 

40 00 

110 11 

5 01 

“ 12, 

239 

562 80 

18 51 


581 31 

2 43 

Totals, J 849 

$2,000 00 

$204 38 

$300 00 

$2,503 93 







































V 



1 


